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Do we have your email?   

This newsletter was e-mailed out to members of the Lutheran 
Advocacy Ministry—Colorado e-advocacy network.  If you did not 

receive it, we may not have your email and you are missing out on 
our action alerts throughout the year.  Email Brad Wood at 

bwood@rmselca.org to get on the list!  

Le t t e r  f r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r  

 
Summer greetings to all of you!  This newsletter is out a little later than usual, 
but for a reason.  This fall, Colorado voters will get to decided if they want to in-
crease income tax rates for educational improvements and I wanted to use this 
newsletter to educate all of you of its importance.    
 
The mission of Lutheran Advocacy Ministry—Colorado is to advocate with and 
on behalf of those living in poverty.  Amendment 66 will provide some much 
needed support to these families in tangible ways.  
 
The measure targets where the additional funding will go—with a major portion 
towards providing all-day kindergarten and opening more pre-school spots.  Af-
fected community members and poverty experts agree these changes will posi-
tively impact lives for both the children and the families.  
 
Amendment 66 would increase the rates on taxable income under $75,000 from 4.63 
percent to 5 percent. Individuals with taxable income of more than $75,000 per year 
would pay a rate of 5 percent on the first $75,000 and a rate of 5.9 percent on any 
taxable income above that amount. A taxpayer earning the median household in-
come in Colorado will pay $133 more under this new rate, or roughly 36 cents a 
day. 
 
Lutheran Social Statements are our guide in deciding what pieces of legislation 
(including ballot measures) are supported. Our Social Statement on Education 
(supporting funding to provide quality education for all) and our Social Statement 
on Economic Justice (which supports progressive tax structures instead of flat tax 
increases which are regressive) both lend this office to endorse Initiative 66.   
 
I will be available this fall to come and speak at congregations during adult fo-
rums about the measure.  On page 3 you will find information you can use for 
your own newsletters/bulletins, and all the information will be on the website 
(www.lam-co.org).  You can also learn more about this at 
www.coloradocommitstokids.com.     

 
 

Peace, Bradley A Wood 
Director, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry—Colorado 
 
Amendment 66 had not been certified for the fall 2013 election by press time. Please check 
www.coloradocommitstokids.com or www.lam-co.org for the latest information.  

This Fall Lutheran Advocacy Ministry—Colorado plans to focus 
adult forums on talking about Amendment 66, encouraging 
members to support the Amendment and answering questions 
during September and October. Schedule your time now—
contact Brad Wood at bwood@rmselca.org or call 303-777-6700.  

 

http://www.coloradocommitstokids.com
http://www.lam-co.org


2013 Legislative Highlights 

TANF Conference Highlights Changes 
 

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry—Colorado Director Brad Wood was invited to be a guest of 

the State of Colorado at their  TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families) Confer-

ence in June.  Mr. Wood was requested to be part of the conference because of the 

time he spent on a committee tasked with re-writing the rules that govern the state TANF 

program.   

 

There were many positive changes to the rules governing TANF that will make accessing 

benefits easier for consumers and making the administration of the program simpler for 

the Counties.  The conference was designed to teach caseworkers about the changes 

to the program so they would be ready for them as of July 1, 2013.   

 

In addition to helping design changes, the process signals a new way for advocates to 

engage in change with the State of Colorado and counties.  The process was a collab-

orative one, with advocates having an equal voice with both State and County workers 

as changes were debated and decided upon.  In addition,  Mr. Wood and other advo-

cates on the committee were able to speak with clients about the changes to see if 

they would be in the best interest of clients.  

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry—Colorado and its partners, Colorado Interfaith Voices for Justice and Jubilee 
Ministries, have been working together to advocate in four areas: poverty, criminal justice, healthcare and 
immigration.  The following four bills are one example in each area of a success during the 2013 Colorado 
Legislative Session.  
 
Poverty— HB 1006: Universal School Breakfast After the Bell, sponsored by Representative Moreno and 
Senator Giron creates the “Breakfast after the Bell Nutrition Program,”  which requires every school with 
70% or more students eligible for free or reduced-cost lunch to offer a free breakfast to any student, at a time 
after the first bell of the school day.   

Students with increased participation in breakfast show great improvements in math scores, attend-
ance, and punctuality as well as reduced depression, anxiety, and hyperactivity 
Breakfast after the Bell will provide breakfast to an additional 84,623 children 
House Bill 1006 was signed into law on May 15, 2013. 

 
Immigration—SB 033 In-state Tuition for Undocumented Students:  sponsored by Senator Giron, Senator 
Johnston, Representative Duran, and Representative Williams.  The bill sets up guidelines for how undocu-
mented students can qualify for in-state tuition. 

Undocumented students are students who don’t have documentation of lawful status, cases pending in 
the Immigration/Federal Courts, and/or people with lawful status who cannot obtain proper documen-
tation 
Colorado will benefit from in-state tuition for undocumented students through higher earnings and 
community re-investment after the students graduation 
Senate Bill 033 was signed into law on April 29, 2013 

 
Criminal Justice—HB1156 Adult Diversion Program: sponsored by Representative Levy and Senator Stead-
man, the bill creates an adult diversion program that allows the court to dismiss charges against defendants 
if they successfully complete the program.  
The bills’ intent is to encourage the use of diversion instead of sentencing people directly into the prison sys-
tem. The diversion program will prevent additional criminal acts, use restorative justice by adhering to both 
the defendant’s and victim’s needs to make a amends to the committed crime, facilitate the defendant's abil-
ity to pay restitution to victims of crime, and reduce the number of cases in the criminal justice system.   
House Bill 1156 was signed into law on May 28, 2013.  
 
Health Care—SB 200:  Expand Medicaid Eligibility, sponsored by Senator Aguilar and Representative Fer-
randino.  The bill will increase Medicaid eligibility in Colorado from those who earn 100 percent of the feder-
al poverty level to include Coloradans with incomes up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level.  

By expanding Medicaid, 160,000 low income Coloradans will have access to quality health coverage 
Those covered under the expansion are parents of Medicaid eligible children, adults without depend-
ent children, children, and pregnant women 
By expanding Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act, the Federal Government covers 100% of the 
costs initially 
The expansion will lead to savings of $280 million over 10 years from cost containment and value im-
provement initiatives 
Medicaid recipients are more likely to receive preventative health care 
Senate Bill 200 was signed into law on May 28, 2013.  

 

 

Vote Yes on Amendment 66!  
 

Help invest in kids—Amendment 66 will provide much needed resources to help 
children succeed from preschool through graduation.  
 

Amendment 66 will help low and moderate income households by providing better 
access to preschool and full-day kindergarten.  These programs not only help chil-
dren reach their academic potential but allow parents to work more hours without 
costly childcare.  
 

Amendment 66 would increase the rates on taxable income under $75,000 from 4.63 
percent to 5 percent. Individuals with taxable income of more than $75,000 per year 
would pay a rate of 5 percent on the first $75,000 and a rate of 5.9 percent on any tax-
able income above that amount. A taxpayer earning the median household income 
in Colorado will pay $133 more under this new rate, or roughly 36 cents a day.  

 

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry—Colorado asks you to prayerfully consider the com-
mon good inherent in providing quality education to all children and to vote yes 
on Amendment 66.  For more information on Amendment 66 go to 
www.coloradocommitstokids.com.  


